[Surgical planes of the head and neck].
The surgical plane is a plane of dissection that can be used to excise a tumor while preserving most of the neurovascular structures. The majority of skin tumors are situated on the head and neck, and dermatologic surgeons should therefore have detailed knowledge of the surgical anatomy of this region. Fear of damaging important structures may result in insufficient efficacy of the surgical treatment, with consequent risk of persistence or recurrence of the tumor. Knowledge of the superficial musculoaponeurotic system and its relationship to key neurovascular structures enables the operation to be planned and will help us to locate the appropriate plane and minimize postoperative complications. The objective of this article is to review the key anatomical features defining suitable planes of dissection in the head and neck, the use of which will ensure survival of flaps and grafts.